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Making Contact... 


Contacting the Con: In the first instance, please take any con-related 
enquiries to Ops. For the duration of the convention, Ops can be contacted 
on 07729 426 537. It can be used for voice calls or text messages. Of 
course, you can (and should, if possible) come in person to the office in the 
Lancaster suite. 


Contacting your Friends: Near Registration and Hotel Reception, there is 
be a noticeboard for con members to use - contacting friends, looking for 
taxi sharers, arranging meet-ups etc. 


Contacting Everyone: Messages to be broadcast to the membership at 
large can be taken to Newsletter in the Norfolk room, or emailed to them at 
newsletter@illustrious.org.uk 


Some Opgning Times... 


Registration: Friday: 13:00 - 20:00 (later if still busy) 
Saturday: 10:00 - 18:00 
Sunday: 10:00 - 18:00 
Monday: 10:00 - 14:00 
Dealers’ Room: Friday: 14:00 - 18:00 
Saturday: 10:00 - 18:00 
Sunday: 10:00 - 18:00 
Monday: 10:00 - 16:00 
Art Show: Friday: 12:00 - 18:00 
Saturday: 10:00 - 18:00 
Sunday: 10:00 - 12:30 (followed by auction, 14:00) 
Food available: Breakfast: up to 10:30 
Lunch: 11:30 - 14:30 
Dinner: 17:30 - 20:30 
Late-night: 23:00 - 00:00 
Bar open: Each day 11:00 - 03:00 


Some Rulgs and Regulations... 


Posters: Please note that it is hotel policy that no posters of any kind be 
attached to any hotel surface. This includes glass and mirrors. Please only 
use Illustrious notice boards distributed around the hotel. 


Art Show: Please remember that food, drink, and all forms of photography 
are prohibited in the Art Show. 


Artists can retrieve their work between 17:00 and 20:00 on Sunday, and 
between 09:00 and 12:00 on Monday. Buyers can pick up their purchases 
immediately after the auction. 


Dealers' Room: All our dealers have kindly agreed to accept Groats in 
exchange for their wares. Please remember that food and drink are 
prohibited in the Dealers' Room, except for the dealers themselves. 


Weapons: As has been at previous conventions for some time now, the 
weapons policy for Illustrious is that: 


No weapon whether edged or projectile firing, or facsimiles thereof will be 
allowed to be carried at the convention. Light emitting pens or wands may be 
termed as weapons at the discretion of the Ops team. 


A variance this year will be that anyone wishing to attend the Admiralty ball 
wearing edged side arms may do so as long as the object is peace bonded to 
the satisfaction of Ops rovers. Since we are near an airport / major 
conurbation / motorway nexus, and there will be non convention members at 
the hotel it is with regret that anything that does look like a modern firearm 
under the rules above will not be allowed. 


LARP-safe swords will be allowed, in honour of St. George's Day. 


Pole-arms will only be allowed in demonstration areas or as part of a Ball 
costume. 


The Operations teams decision on any of these points is final. 


Children: Illustrious has several child-oriented programme items. Please 
remember, however, that children are their parents' responsibility at all 
times. 


Hall Costumes 


Saturday is Hall Costume day! You were issued with some tokens at 
registration: give them to the people whose costumes you like the best. 
Costumers: take your tokens to Ops at the end of the day, where they will 
be counted. The winner will be announced at the Closing Ceremony. 


Thg Doe Weir Award 2011 


The Doc Weir Award is presented at Eastercon, and is voted on by the 
attending membership. It’s not usual to campaign for the award, and the 
winner generally has no idea that he or she is up for consideration. 


The Doc Weir Award was set up in 1963 in memory of fan Arthur Rose (Doc) 
Weir, who had died two years previously. Weir was a relative newcomer to 
fandom, he discovered it late in life - but in the short time of his involvement 
he was active in a number of fannish areas. In recognition of this, the Award is 
sometimes seen as the “Good Guy” Award; something for “The Unsung 
Heroes”. 


Fandom needs volunteers. Conventions, groups, fanzines, websites - they all 
require an extensive workforce, people who do "stuff" for no financial reward. 
Some people have a high-profile role but there are many who don't, whose 
involvement goes almost unnoticed and may even be taken for granted. In 
some respects, the ideal Doc Weir Award candidate is the sort of person who 
doesn't immediately spring to mind but makes perfect sense if somebody 
else suggests them - and would be absolutely stunned to be deemed worthy 
of any reward. The list of past winners below should give you an idea. 


Vote for somebody who you believe has made some form of contribution to 
fandom that deserves a little public recognition. The winner receives a silver 
cup, which they get to keep for a year. They get their name engraved on it 
(although, with typical fannish efficiency, the winner has to pay to get this 
done). 


Write the name of the person that you wish to nominate for the Award on the 
form provided, along with your name and convention membership number. 


Please return it to the ballot box on Registration or in Ops before 18:00 on 
Sunday. The Award will be announced at the Closing Ceremony on Monday. 


Winners of the Doc Weir Award 1963-2010 


1963 Peter Mabey 1987 Brian Burgess 
1964 Archie Mercer 1988 No award 

1965 Terry Jeeves 1989 Vincent Clarke 
1966 Ken F Slater 1990 Roger Perkins 
1967 Doreen Parker (now Rogers) 1991 Pat Brown (now Silver) 
1968 Mary Reed 1992 Roger Robinson 
1969 Beryl Mercer 1993 Bridget Wilkinson 
1970 J Michael Rosenblum 1994 Tim Broadribb 
1971 Phil Rogers 1995 Bernie Evans 
1972 Jill Adams 1996 Mark Plummer 
1973 Ethel Lindsay 1997 John Harold 
1974 Malcolm Edwards 1998 Andy Croft 

1975 Peter Weston 1999 ‘Yer Cruttenden 
1976 Ina Shorrock 2000 Tim Illingworth 
1977 Keith H Freeman 2001 Noel Collyer 
1978 Gregory Pickersgill 2002 Dave Tompkins 
1979 Rog Peyton 2003 Bill Burns 

1980 Bob Shaw 2004 Robert "NoJay" Sneddon 
1981 John Brunner 2005 Dave Lally 

1982 No award 2006 Steve Lawson 
1983 No award 2007 Sue Edwards 
1984 Joyce Slater 2008 Eddie Cochrane 
1985 James White 2009 Kari Sperring 
1986 No award 2010 Alice Lawson 


A full history of the Award is available at efanzines.com/DocWeir maintained 
by 2003 winner Bill Burns. 


TAFF 2011: The Racg To Reno 


Among science fiction fandom’s oldest 
institutions, the TransAtlantic Fan Fund 
was inspired by the 1952 campaign to 
send Irish úberfan Walt Willis to Chicon II. 
Conceived as a one-off, it proved such a 
hit that TAFF was formally set up the 
following year and. despite the very first 
winner being unable to make the voyage, 
westbound and eastbound trips between 
Europe and North America were 
successfully organised in 1955 and 1956 
respectively. Further exchanges have been 
held virtually every year since. 


At TAFF’s heart is the building of bridges between the many and diverse 
fannish communities, and this year’s trip will not only fly a European 
fan to Nevada for Renovation, the 69th World Science Fiction 
Convention, but underwrite visits to other fan groups across North 
America. 


We have four great candidates for the Race To Reno: Graham Charnock, 
John Coxon, Liam Proven and Paul Treadaway. You can read their 
platforms on the TAFF ballots which Illustrious has generously printed 
for us; the forms and the ballot box are available at Cold Tonnage’s 
table in the dealers’ room (look out for Claire Brialey or Mark Plummer, 
who are kindly looking after TAFF votes this weekend). 


You can also read up on TAFF’s fifty-year history over at the website 
which former TAFF delegate Dave Langford runs for us: taff.org.uk. 


Voting closes at midnight on Tuesday. You can cast your ballot with a 
minimum £2 donation at the Cold Tonnage desk, or via PayPal (details 
at the website). This year’s TAFF race is one of the closest ever; please 
consider being part of it. 





Steve Green, European TAFF administrator 





Illustrious supports the SAMARITANS 


For when you have things on your mind. 


Samaritans.org / 08457 90 90 90 
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